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The Easy 
Way 
Back in 194fi. Dr. James M. 
Baker and Allen Baker of Columbia, 
Dr. Rebecca Baker of COIrbondale. 
111., and Jack M. Baker of Sche-
nectady, N. Y., established at the 
University of Mi ssouri here the loan 
fund of $200 named for their father 
and their mother. Mrs. Mabel Mat-
thews Baker. 
Allen at that time was in the in-
surance business and each of the 
four child ren agreed to purchase a 
$ 1,000 endowmen t policy with the 
loan fund as the beneficiary. The 
policies now have matured and. 
wi th accumulated dividends, a slim 
Allo" Purdy, direCIO. of Sl udenl fi"ancia l aids, aceeplS four ch"k. lololi"g t omt $4,800 from IWO 
of four memberl of ,he Bok .. fomily, Or . Jam .. M. Ba~e r, .. nl e r. anll All . .. Bahr. bo th 01 Columbia. 
approx imating $4.800 has been 
turned over to the University. 
The Bakers moved to Colu mbia 
after the death of their fathe r, a 
former Scott Coumy dairyman. 
" Mother moved to make slIrc that 
Jim could completc his medical ed u-
cat ion," Allen explained. "We a ll 
lIsed Un iversity loan funds to the 
hilt."' 
Jim (Dr. Baker) was an out-
standing athlete at Si keston High 
School and was a regular tackle on 
Missouri Tiger foo tball teams of 
1928, 1929, and 1930. 
He subsequently obtained a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 193 [ and 
a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Medicine in 1933, before taking 
an M.D. degree at Washington Un i-
wrsiLy in SI. Louis. He returned 10 
practice in Co lumbi a and since 
1938 has been the T iger leam 
physician. 
Miss Baker received degrees of 
Bachelor of Science in Education in 
1936 and Maste r of Arts in 1941 at 
the UniversilY before becom ing :J. 
Doctor of Ph ilosophy at the Uni ver-
sity of Iowa in 195 1. Jack was grad-
uatcd with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in E lectrical Engineering in 
1':139 and has been wit h Gener,ll 
Electric since thaI lime, A llen was 
gradua ted with a Bachelor of Sci· 
cnee degree in Business Adm inistra-
tion in 1940 and now is a partner in 
Baker-McClintic Co.. an a ir con· 
dilioning distribution firm. 
All the family are in agreement 
with Allen whe n he says that the 
endowment policy "was sure an easy 
way to show ou r appreciation" to 
the University. 0 
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